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DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL
Federal C~!"unicat;ons Commission

uJllq8 of Secretary

VIA HAND DELIVERY

Mr. William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service
CC Docket No. 96-45
Notice of Oral Ex Parte Communication

Dear Mr. Caton:

On Friday, June 20, 1997, Harold Thompson and Jacqueline Pullen of the
Iowa Communications Network (the "ICN"), Richard Gross of the Iowa Department of
Education, Pamela Johnson of Iowa Public Television, Elizabeth Nelson of the Iowa
Department of Justice and the undersigned met with Emily Hoffnar, Irene Flannery, Diane
Law and Kimberly Parker of the Commission's staff and Tiana Summer of the Georgia
Public Service Commission staff, who is working with the Joint Board and who participated
by telephone, to discuss matters relating to the above-referenced proceeding.

During the meeting, the parties discussed the nature of the ICN, the services it
provides to schools, libraries, health care institutions and other entities and the program
pursued over the past several years to make advanced services available to Iowa schools,
libraries and health care institutions. We also discussed how funding could be made
available under the Commission's rules for the services that eligible institutions now receive
through the ICN. The topics discussed during the meeting are described in more detail in the
presentation materials used in the meeting, which are attached. Copies of other materials
provided to the Commission participants also are attached. The Commission participants also
were provided with a copy of Iowa Code, Chapter 8D, which authorizes the ICN.

In accordance with the requirements of Section 1. 1206(a) of the Commission's
rules, an original and one copy of this notice are being submitted to the Secretary's office on
the business day following the meeting and copies of this notice are being provided to the
Commission participants.
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Please inform me if any questions should arise in connection with this filing.

Respectfully submitted,

~~
J. G. Harrington

JGH/taf

cc (w/o encl.): Dr. Emily Hoffnar
Irene M. Flannery, Esq.
Diane Law, Esq.
Kimberly Parker, Esq.
Ms. Tiana Summer
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Current K-12 Educational Status
Involving the Iowa Communications

Network

• The Iowa legislature approved a "School Improvement Technology Act"
in 1996 which appropriates $30 million per year to K-12 schools for the
purpose of acquiring and integrating technology into the school and
classroom.

• As part of the requirement for receiving funding under this Act, schools
are required to develop a multiyear technology plan. This plan must
include detail as to how the school intends to integrate ICN related
services into their overall technology efforts.

• By the time "Part III" of ICN connections are completed, approximately
$20,000,000 will be invested by local school districts for video
classroom costs (equipment only). Above that local investment, nearly
$3,000,000 ofFederal Star Schools funds (U.S. Department of
Education) will have been invested in video classroom costs.

• A major design element of the video service provided by the ICN is
interoperability. The ICN can "cluster" any number of schools in dozens
of simultaneous class sessions at any hour of the day. This flexibility
was a major design element requested by the educational community
during the planning phase of the network.

• 15 intermediate service agencies (area education agencies or ABAs)
"hub" or aggregate Internet services for approximately 150 school
districts. As school districts are directly connected to the ICN, many
connect to the ABA for Internet service (assuming the district has a
LAN/WAN in place). In each area, the ABA pays the Internet
subscription fee for the aggregating school districts. The districts pay
the individual connection from the AEA to the district.
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* The Iowa Communications Network also includes additional
administrative sites at the following: Iowa National Guard,
state and federal agencies, libraries, and hospitals.
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